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cheaper. Get them so repaired that they might be useful in
India also. Each one will have blankets, to be sure- They must
have at least two, at the most three. It is not desirable to carry
much luggage with us. I want every child to land in India with
Indian-style clothes on. The very young should have a lungi, a
shirt and a cap like the round one of velvet we have and the
others should have a dhoti, a shirt and a cap. The grown-ups like
you should wear a safa and a long coat. But you will decide this
by yourselves. It is not quite necessary that you should do ex-
actly what I want. I see no need for the boys to have shoes.
However, if they have sandals they may keep them. I think new
ones should not be made. But I am not particular about this
thing. You may consider this also. It would be good if everyone
learnt to eat with one hand only (the right one) and that too sitting
cross-legged on the floor. It is desirable that they do not have
to be taught to do this after they are in India. They should
not take the plate on their lap. This applies to all who are
to go. 1 therefore see no harm if all squat on the ground to
dine. If you do so you will have to clean the floor with a
wet cloth thrice a day. But that I think is desirable. Think of
this also. They should also know how to make obeisance to the
elders. What we want the youngsters to do, we elders t should
demonstrate by doing ourselves. This may cause a little incon-
venience in the beginning, but it is worth while suffering it.
They should learn to distinguish between the pure and the im-
pure. We should make all necessary preparations irrespective
of whether we go or not. We had stopped for some days the use
of toilet paper in the latrines by the boys but we became slack
again. I think we should stop its use again. We should explain
patiently to the older boys the whole significance and object of
making the changes. It would also be well if they knew the geo-
graphy of Bombay Presidency. The boys, I think, should start
wearing dhotis on the steamer. Consider what foodstuffs and how
much should be t^ken with us, and also how to carry them. Try
to take as few enamelled utensils as possible. Drinking glasses or
cups and such other things, made of brass, would serve our pur-
pose. As we may have to use lemon, we shall take with us the
enamelled cups that are already there* But we want to dispense
with them as far as possible. In the manufacture of these
vessels many a man is ruined. In comparison to the loss [of
life] due to kicks and the lathis or sticks, the workers3 health has
been affected to a greater extent [in this manufacture]. Consider
this aspect and then decide.